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Vonnie Ackerman
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605-342-1593
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Volunteers of America-
Dakotas
Melinda Olson

m.olson@voa-dakotas.org

Michelle Majeres
m.majeres@uoa-dakotas.org

605-335-6474

NEPRC

Human Service Agency

Dodi Haug

dodih@humanserviceagency.org

605-884-3516
Shari Wirkus

shariw@humanserviceagency.org

605-884-3524

Simulated Reality - Distracted & Impaired
Driving Education Program

Every day in the United States 18 teenagers |ose their lives from distracted
driving alonhe.

Dangers of Distractions - [More thah 5,000 people died in distracted driving
Crashes in 2009. That statistiC has OffiCials |00OKing for solutions to reduce
those numbers.

A New Tool - Through the generosity of Vern Eide [MotorCars, the Sioux
Empire Safety Village has a hew too| that demonstrates the dangers of hot
paying attention behind the wheel. It is two driving simulators that [0OK like
arcade games. But the images on the sCreens aren’t a game. They drive home
the real life lessonh of distraCcted and impaired driving. BeCause of their
popularity, Sioux Empire Safety Village was able to purchase a third
Simulator with the help of Volunteers of AmericCa, the SD OffiCe of
Highway Safety, and the SD Department of Health.

Cioux Empire Safety Village invites your young drivers to partiCipate in the
driver simulator program. This program will teach distracted driving,
impaired driving as well as driving education by using state of the art driving
Simulators

The simulators have the fee| of a real Car and have different settings. One
Of the programs shows what it’s like to drive drunk. TAThen you get pulled
over g police officer even peers into your winhdow and gives you a field
sobriety test. Anhother programm [ets You use your own phohe while you text
anhd drive.

To sChedule “seat” time, Or tO |earh more contact Sioux Empire Safety
Village at 605-33¢-7233.

Become our fah oh Facebook - Www.facebook.com/siouxempiresafetyVvillage
Watch our videos on Youtube - www.youtube.com/user/TheSESV
Follow our Blog - www.safetyvillage.tumblr.com

Visit us on the Web - www.safetyVvillage.org

Dedicated to Promoting Sfe & Heaty Famile, Schools & Communies

|
J



mailto:beilers@youthandfamilyservices.org
mailto:vackerman@youthandfamilyservices.org
mailto:m.olson@voa-dakotas.org
mailto:m.majeres@voa-dakotas.org
mailto:dodih@humanserviceagency.org
mailto:shariw@humanserviceagency.org
http://www.facebook.com/siouxempiresafetyvillage
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheSESV
http://www.safetyvillage.tumblr.com/
http://www.safetyvillage.org/

State’s 2011 Highway Fatality Count
Lowest in Nearly 50 Years

PIERRE, $.D. = Preliminary reports show South Dakota
recorded 109 highway fatalities in 2011, the lowest number
in nearly 50 years, the State Office of Highway Safety
says.

Highway Safety Director Lee Axdahl said one year
doesn’t make a trend, but the 2011 crash reports support
the comprehensive approach safety advocates have taken
in trying to reduce the needless deaths and injuries on
South Dakota’s highways.

“When you look back and see that the state had 296
highway fatalities in 19969 and routinely was well over 200
deaths a year during that period, we have come a long
way,” Axdahl said. “But 109 fatalities are too many. Each
of those deaths represents a person no longer with us and
a number of family members and friends who grieve the
loss. We can and must do better.”

Axdahl said a combination of factors likely contributed to
the reduced death rate. The number of deaths in
motorcycle crashes in 2011 was down by nearly half from
the previous year. Annual observational surveys show that
75 percent of South Dakotans are using seatbelts.
Campaigns that involve education and enforcement
focused on reducing impaired driving and distracted
driving also raise awareness of the dangers of such
behavior.

“Everyone in the highway safety field knows the big
contributors to crashes, injuries and deaths on the
roadways are speed, impaired driving and failure to use
seat belts,” Axdahl said. “We believe the message is
getting out, but we can't relax our efforts one bit.”

In 2010, 140 people died in highway crashes in South
Dakota. Final 2011 numbers could change with late
reports, so the information for the past year is preliminary.
Annual crash reports are available online from the
Department of Public Safety’s Office of Accident Records
at:
http://dps.sd.gov/enforcement/accident records/Annual Cr
ash_Reports.aspx

Students Against Destructive Decisions
(SADD Conference)

A fun, exciting and informational agenda is being planned
for the upcoming SADD statewide conference.

This conference will be held on March 23-24, 2011 at Cedar
Shore Resort in Oacoma.
Download a registration form here:

http://www.humanserviceagency.org/calendar/SADD%20
Conference%202012.pdf

Upcoming Training and Events

Jan 24-25 Applied $uicide Intervention $kills Training
Pierre- Contact Julie juliemoore@catholichealth.net

Jan 24 Safe Dates— Aberdeen, Contact Kelly
605-626-2371 or kelly.forrest@northern.edu

Jan 24-25 Applied $uicide Intervention $kills Training
Watertown- Contact Shari 605-884-3524 or
shariw@humanserviceagency.org

Jan 25 IMPROV Renewal- Sioux Falls, Contact Michelle
605-335-6474 Opt 2 or m.majeres@uoa-dakotas.org

Jan 27 Natural Helpers— Sioux Falls, Contact Michelle
605-335-6474 Opt 2 or m.majeres@voa-dakotas.org

Jan 30 $SADD Training— Sioux Falls, Contact Michelle
605-335-6474 Opt 2 or m.majeres@voa-dakotas.org

Feb 2-3 Challenging College Alcohol Abuse
Chamberlain- Contact Shari 605-884-3524 or
shariw@humanserviceagency.org

Feb 7-8 $D Prevention Network Meeting— Pierre
Contact Michelle 605-335-6474 Opt 2 or
m.majeres@uoa-dakotas.org

Feb 8-9 Parents Who Host, Lose the Most Training
Pierre- Contact Michelle 605-335-6474 Opt 2 or
m.majeres@uoa-dakotas.org

Feb 15 SADD Training— Aberdeen, Contact Shari
605-884-3524 or shariw@humanserviceagency.org

Feb 16-17 Applied Suicide Intervention $kills Training
Watertown- Contact Michelle 605-335-6474 Opt 2
or m.majeres@voa-dakotas.org

Feb 29-Mar 1 LifeSkills Training— Chamberlain
Contact Shari 605-884-3524 or
shariw@humanserviceagency.org

Mar 6-7 Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
Watertown- Contact Shari 605-884-3524 or
shariw@humanserviceagency.org

Mar 8 Women & Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
Sioux Falls- Contact Michelle at 605-335-6474 Opt 2
or m.majeres@uoa-dakotas.org

Mar 13 Not-On-Tobacco (NOT) - Rapid City
Contact Amy at 605-394-5120 or afink@bhssc.tie.net

Mar 13-15 S$trengthening Families Program for Ages
10-14 Facilitator Training — Chamberlain
Contact Jessica at 605-688-6037 or
jessica.Rirkham@sdstate.edu

Apr 4-5 7th Annual SD Transportation Safety Conf
Pierre- Contact Pat at 605-773-4949 or
pat.englehart@state.sd.us

Apr 19-20 Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
Watertown- Contact Michelle 605-335-6474 Opt 2
or m.majeres@voa-dakotas.org

May 30-31 LifeSkills Training— Chamberlain
Contact Shari 605-884-3524 or
shariw@humanserviceagency.org
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South Dakota
Tobacco Control
Program

Regional Contacts

Western and Central Regions
Amy Fink

605-394-5120
afink@bhssc.tie.net

Southeast Region
Sarah Quail

605-444-6341
s.quail®voa-dakotas.org

Northeast Region
Roshal Rossman

605-884-3523
Roshalf@humanserviceagency.org

25 tobacco free.

SOUTH DAKOTA

1.866.SD-QUITS south Dakota QuitLine

1.866.737.8487

RETHINK IT

(SERIOUSLY.)

www.RethinkTobacco.com

TATU Training Opportunities

Teens Against Tobacco Use (TATU) is a tobacco prevention program

designed to help 7-12" grade students teach younger children the

dangers of tobacco use and the benefits of making healthy choices.

Training is free-of-charge to South Dakota Schools, including travel and

substitute teacher reimbursement, and mini-grants are available to

schools that attend. Training Dates are as follows:

Southeast Region — contact Sarah Quail for registration
0 January 18 in Sioux Falls
0 February 22 in Sioux Falls
0 February 29 in Sioux Falls
Northeast Region — contact Roshal Rossman for registration
0 February 16 in Aberdeen
0 February 23 in Watertown

Western/Central Region — contact Amy Fink for registration
0 February 22 in Rapid City
0 February 29 in Pierre
0 March 2 in Hot Springs
0 March 7 in Sturgis

Helping Teenagers Quit Smoking

Know a teenager that needs help quitting? A new service is now
available free-of-charge for teens, and it reaches them by means of
their most beloved belonging. SmokefreeTXT is a free mobile
service offering 24/7 encouragement, advice and tips to help teens
quit smoking for good. For more information, or to sign up today,
visit http://teen.smokefree.gov/smokefreeTXT.aspx

A national survey by the Monitoring the Future Study of 8", 10"
and 12" grade students reported a significant decrease in those
that smoke. The number of teenagers saying they had smoked at
all in the previous 30 days fell from 12.8% in 2010 to 11.7% in
2011. Even a reduction of one percentage point translates into
thousands of premature deaths being prevented. Proven tobacco
control policies and programs are the key to continued success.
From Monitoring the Future Press Release

LiQa bz2i ¢|| Mark Your Calendars

Miss the December

13" Best The 2012  Spring

Tobacco

Practices Webinar? No problem!
You can find it archived online at:
http://doh.sd.gov/Tobacco/TCPTra
ining.aspx Learn about tobacco
prevention and control in the
American Indian population.

Prevention Institute will take place
March 28 ¢ 29, 2012, at the
Hotel in Pierre, SD.
Scholarships will be available on a
first first
Registration coming soon!

Ramkota

come, serve basis.
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